
 

6: Appeals and Local Listing 

 

Planning Appeals 
 
For many years now, CAMRA has been compiling a digest of important planning appeal 
decisions concerning pubs – it can be found here. It is organised by topic areas e.g. loss of 
valued local facility, marketing, other licensed premises in settlement, loss of heritage 
asset. Campaigners often find it useful, when faced with a threat to a local pub, to consult 
relevant decision letters – similar scenarios often crop up and the conclusions of 
Inspectors are invariably very helpful when constructing a case for objections. 
 
It’s worth saying that, especially post-National Planning Policy Framework, we feel that 
Inspectors more often than not reach decisions which acknowledge the importance of 
retaining valued community facilities other than in exceptional circumstances. They are 
greatly helped to do so where the LPA has robust local policies around pub protection. 

 
‘SAVING YOUR LOCAL PUB’ 
 
This regularly updated CAMRA 
publication encourages campaigners to 
make early contact with the local 
planning department and, where 
appropriate, to lobby elected members. 
The guidance is billed as a 
comprehensive toolkit for campaigners. 
It runs through how to organise a pub-
saving campaign, the legal background 
on planning permission, objecting to 
applications and what might happen 
after the decision.  
 

Local Listing 
 
CAMRA regards our pub heritage as 
hugely important and has, over many 
years, developed inventories of pubs 
with historic pub interiors. 
 
In this context, we are keen to 

encourage LPAs to compile Local Lists and to include appropriate pubs on them. Although 
locally-listed pubs will enjoy no statutory protection, they will be regarded as non-
designated heritage assets for the purposes of Para 197 of the NPPF. We feel that this is 
especially worthwhile in the wake of the COVID-19 crisis, as 
keeping existing pubs available for use will be vital to the trade’s 
recovery to pre-lockdown levels. 
 
If your Council is considering developing an existing list or starting 
one up, CAMRA would be grateful for involvement in the process. 
You can get in touch with at paul.ainsworth@camra.org.uk  

SPOTLIGHT ON: 

The George and Dragon, Hudswell 
 
The George & Dragon is the only pub in Hudswell, 
and the first community-owned public house in North 
Yorkshire. It was also selected as CAMRA’s National 
Pub of the Year in 2016, the first community-owned 
pub to win the award. 
 
When the George & Dragon pub in Hudswell closed in 
2008 it left the small North Yorkshire village with no 
other facilities for its residents apart from a village hall. 
Within two years, the community banded together to 
form the Hudswell Community Pub Ltd group and 
bought back the pub, re-opening in June 2010 after 
extensive renovations. The community was 
determined that the George & Dragon would offer far 
more than a traditional pub.  
 
As well as acting as a meeting place and venue, it is 
also home to the village library, a local shop staffed by 
volunteers, community allotments and free internet 
access for its patrons. 

 

https://camra.org.uk/campaign_resources/planning-appeal-digest/
https://camra.org.uk/pubs/save-our-pubs-campaign/save-your-local-pub/
https://camra.org.uk/pubs-and-clubs/learn-more/pub-heritage/
mailto:paul.ainsworth@camra.org.uk

